plore not the strength and happiness of marriage, but its susceptibility to feelings 
of lust and anger. The sense of evil is strong; human love is presented as intensely 
vulnerable. 


—AVRIL HORNER, University of Salford, England. 


1. ASMODEUS: Supposedly derived from the Persian aeshma daeva. The name however is 
Hebraic: the root is shadmad—‘‘destroy.’’ Frank Zimmermann, The Book of Tobit: an English 
Translation with Introduction and Commentary (New York, 1958) p. 63. 

2. See The Lords of Limit (London, 1984) by Geoffrey Hill, pp. 31 and 77. 

3. ‘*The Testament of Solomon,”’ Book V in The Apocryphal Old Testament, ed. H. F. D. Sparks 
(Oxford, 1984) pp. 741-42. 

4. Quoted in Dr. Brewer’s Reader’s Handbook (London, 1919) p. 69. 

5. Asmodeus or The Devil on Two Sticks by Le Sage printed from the rare translation pub. by 
William Strange in 1841; ed. and introd. by Arthur Symons (London, 1927) pp. 5 and 11. 

6. The Bible, St. Matthew, 18: 21-22. 
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